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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 12-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matischuk et al. (WO/2001/044639). 

With regards to claims 12 and 23, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses 
specifying a setpoint (i.e. MSOLL1, MSOLL2, TSOLL1, and TSOLL2, See Page 6, Lines 
20-35 for a desired torque) for at least one output variable of the drive unit (i.e. motor 
and transmission, See Page 4, Lines 15-20); and specifying a setpoint (i.e. setting a set- 
point value pair MSOLLRES and TSOLLRES via coordinator 100 for ignition timing and 
air supply, See Page 6, Lines 20-25) for an operating variable of the drive unit in at least 
one operating state of the drive unit (i.e. during normal and starting operating 
conditions, See Page 6, Lines 10-25); wherein, in the at least one operating state of the 
drive unit (i.e. air supply, ignition, engine speed, engine load, See Page 6, Lines 20-35), 
the at least one output variable (i.e. desired torque) of the drive unit is specified 
regardless of the setpoint for the at least one output variable (i.e. via the coordinator 
100, See Page 6, Lines 20-35), by approximating an actual value for the operating 
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variable to the setpoint for the operating variable (i.e. the actual torque is matched to the 
desired torque, See Page 6, Lines 20-35). 

With regards to claims 13 and 25, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses 
specifying a setpoint (i.e. MSOLL1, MSOLL2, TSOLL1, and TSOLL2, See Page 6, Lines 
20-35 for a desired torque) for at least one output variable of the drive unit (i.e. motor 
and transmission, See Page 4, Lines 15-20); specifying a setpoint (i.e. setting a set- 
point value pair MSOLLRES and TSOLLRES via coordinator 100 for ignition timing and 
air supply, See Page 6, Lines 20-25) for an operating variable of the drive unit (i.e. 
motor and transmission, See Page 4, Lines 15-20) in at least one operating state of the 
drive unit; and modifying the at least one output variable of the drive unit (i.e. the actual 
torque to match desired torque) in the at least one operating state of the drive unit, 
starting from the setpoint for the at least one output variable (i.e. the desired torque), by 
approximating an actual value for the operating variable to the setpoint for the operating 
variable (i.e. gear switching actions, See Page 10, Lines 5-15); wherein the at least one 
operating state of the drive unit includes a gear shift operation of a transmission (i.e. 
gear switching actions, See Page 10, Lines 5-15). 

With regards to claims 14 and 15, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses 
wherein the at least one output variable is one of a torque and a power of the drive unit 
(i.e. torque and engine load as discussed on See Page 6, Lines 20-35). 
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With regards to claims 16 and 17, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses 
wherein the operating variable is a speed of an engine of the drive unit (i.e. engine 
speed discussed on See Page 6, Lines 20-35). 

With regards to claim 20, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses wherein the at 
least one output variable of the drive unit is specified by a regulator (i.e. the accelerator 
pedal via acceleration position parameter as discussed on See Page 4, Lines 25-35). 

With regards to claim 24, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses an arrangement 
(via coordinator 100, See Figure 2) for specifying a setpoint for at least one output 
variable of the drive unit (i.e. setting a set-point value pair MSOLLRES and TSOLLRES 
via coordinator 100 for ignition timing and air supply, See Page 6, Lines 20-25); a first 
specification unit (i.e. example of a traction control system, 104, See Page 6, Lines 25- 
35) for specifying a setpoint for an operating variable of the drive unit in at least one 
operating state of the drive unit; and a second specification unit (i.e. converter 102 as 
discussed on Page 6, Lines 20-25) for specifying, in the at least one operating state, the 
at least one output variable of the drive unit regardless of the setpoint for the at least 
one output variable, by approximating an actual value for the operating variable to the 
setpoint for the operating variable (i.e. setting a set-point value pair MSOLLRES and 
TSOLLRES via coordinator 100 for ignition timing and air supply, See Page 6, Lines 20- 
25). 
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With regards to claims 21 and 22, the patent to Matischuk discloses wherein a 
drive unit (i.e. an internal combustion engine, See Page 4, Lines 15-20) is operated with 
an internal combustion engine, and wherein a first output variable of the drive unit is 
specified for an ignition path (i.e. setting a set-point value pair MSOLLRES and 
TSOLLRES via coordinator 100 for ignition timing, See Page 6, Lines 20-25) of the 
internal combustion engine, and a second output variable of the drive unit is specified 
for an air path (i.e. setting a set-point value pair MSOLLRES and TSOLLRES via 
coordinator 100 for air supply, See Page 6, Lines 20-25) of the internal combustion 
engine. 

With regards to claims 18 and 19, the patent to Matischuk et al. discloses 
wherein the at least one operating state is a start-up operating state of the drive unit (i.e. 
during normal and starting operating conditions, See Page 6, Lines 10-25). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patent to Zhang et al. (US Patent No. 5,245,966) and 
Matischuk et al. (US Patent No. 6,845,750) show the current state of the art. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEITH COLEMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3516. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Cronin can be reached on (571)272-4536. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3747 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3747 



